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GETTING HOME

A film by Zhang Yang

http://www.fortissimo.nl/catalogue/title.asp?filmID=320
Official Selection: Berlin, Trondheim, Barcelona Asian, Seattle, New York, Bangkok, Deauville Asian, Cinemanila, Antalya, Rio de Janeiro, Vancouver, Hawaii, Vladivostok

AWARDS

Best Film, Vladivostok International Film Festival 2007

Prize of the Ecumenical Jury, Berlin Film Festival 2007

Grand Prize, Trondheim Film Festival 2007

Audience Award, Barcelona Asian Film Festival 2007

Interfaith Award for Best Feature, St. Louis Film Festival 2007

City of Milan Prize, Milan African, Asian and Latin American FF 2008
BOX-OFFICE

From 19-21 January 2007, it opened at #1 in China in its first weekend with well over RMB10 million.
REVIEWS & QUOTES
Variety (Derek Elley)

“A debt of friendship turns into a life-changing experience for a Chinese working-class stiff in Zhang Yang's Getting Home, a road movie-cum-gentle comedy of manners that packs an emotional punch in its final reels. Topped by a finely calibrated, straight-faced perf by Mainland stage comedian Zhao Benshan, and marbled with en-route cameos by some of China's best character actors, pic is a feast of acting as well as an on-the-nose portrait of modern Chinese provincial life in all its absurdities.”

Screendaily (Dan Fainaru)

“A heartwarming, easily watchable picture, it should go down as well as some of Zhang's previous work (Shower, Sunflower), with both festivals and savvy distributors… Funny, sharp and well observed satire alternates with moving moments, as Zhang displays his capacity to control a scene and change its tone in the middle… Zhao Benshan blends sentiment and humour without missing a beat, and a solid supporting cast to boot, Zhang can pat himself on the shoulder. His film is one of the most enjoyable to be shown at the Berlinale this year.”

South China Morning Post (Paul Fonoroff)

“With Getting Home he imbues the dusty highways of western China with his eye for the offbeat combined with the heartfelt but unsentimental faith in humanity, qualities that illuminated his breakthrough feature, Shower (1999)… Holding it together is a wonderful performance by Zhao Benshan, whose large frame and soulful eyes possess grace and dignity even when performing slapstick. The sequence where he rolls a giant tyre down a winding road, his chum’s cadaver ensconced within, marks him as a worthy heir to a cinematic tradition embodied by Oliver Hardy and Fatty Arbuckle.”

Firecracker (Nick North)

“More successful was Getting Home, from Chinese director Zhang Yang (Shower, Sunflower). While in synopsis it may sound like Weekend at Bernie's, Getting Home is far from it - a perfectly pitched and quite heartwarming drama about friendship and promises, with a welcome drop of dark humour, and another strong Chinese film at Berlin.”
Kino-Zeit (Katrin Knauth)

“In Getting Home beleuchtet Zhang Yang auf sehr verdauliche und subtile Weise die Lebensumstände der Unterschicht, aber auch die Beziehungen zwischen diesen Menschen. Es kommt selten vor, dass ein Publikum vor Freude während der Filmaufführung Beifall klatscht. Getting Home ist so ein Film.”

Apple Daily Hong Kong

“From the director of Shower, this black comedy makes you laugh with tears… This film combines all the goods from Crazy Stone and Still Life.”

CCTV6 Movie Channel

“The most forward-looking mainland film after Curse of the Golden Flower.”

Chengzhou Tai He Pao

“In this monetary world, this film reveals the society’s veil.”

Xin Jing Pao

“A road movie with many little stories – the most mature film of Zhang Yang’s.”
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